Running Head: PHILOSOPHY 		1

Surname 1

Name:
Professor:
Course:
Date:
Philosophy
Learning entails the process through which knowledge or skills are acquired through experiences, studying, or being taught. Conviction refers to certainty in an individual’s feeling that what they say or believe is true (Jones 2). It may also refer to an individual’s strong belief or opinion as well as the process through which a person is proven guilty or innocent of a crime in a court of law. When an individual learns something, they become certain that what they say or believe is true based on their experience. Similarly, an individual’s strong belief or opinion may indicate their knowledge or experience on a particular topic. However, conviction differs from learning in that it necessitates the determination of how and where the individual acquired the knowledge on a particular issue (Jones 3). Therefore, the essence of this paper entails a discussion of whether learning is the same or different from the conviction based on the passage in Plato’s Gorgias.
Discussion
In line 5, Socrates asks Plato whether the state of being taught is similar to being convinced. In response, Plato indicates that they are different. For instance, being taught refers to the acquisition of knowledge and skills through the process of learning while conviction involves the expression of beliefs and opinions on a particular issue (Waterfield, 1). Conviction describes the acquisition of information that contributes to the belief in something. 
Besides, Waterfield concurs with Plato’s arguments that learning and conviction are different. For instance, in line 6, Socrates states that the act of learning differs from conviction in that the latter can be either true or false. However, when asked whether knowledge can be true or false, Plato indicates that it may not thereby accentuate the difference with conviction. 
Premise A: Conviction can be either true or false.
Premise B: Knowledge can neither be true or false.
Conclusion: Conviction and knowledge is not the same thing. 
When an individual learns something they become enlightened on a particular issue or topic thereby giving them true knowledge. Similarly, conviction emanates from the acquisition of knowledge through the true belief in something that drives individuals towards a particular decision (Waterfield, 1). These two claims differ in that one, conviction, can be proven true or false while the other, learning, may not.
Conclusion
Learning and conviction entail to different theories that focus on an individual’s acquisition of knowledge and skills and eventually leads to the development of beliefs and opinions. However, these theories differ in that one may be proven whether it is true or false while the other may not.
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